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J. Butler House Circa 4th Quarter 18th Century
Ridgely

Private

Reputed to be one of the Boone family houses, the Butler House
is the smallest of the three, which include Cedarhurst and Marblehead.
The oldest portion of the house is two stories tall and two bays
long plus a central entrance on each side. The "hall" contains good
late 18th Century paneling across the fireplace wall. In form and
plan, it is like the Noble House near Hickman. The building is es-
sentially a vernacular dwelling.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The J. Butler House 1is located on a dirt lane off Dukes Road,
aprroximately one mile west of Hilly Road in the vicinity of Rid-
gely, Caroline County. The house has two section, a brick Federal
style house with a frame Victorian addition. | |

The original section is two storys of PFlemish bond brick with
struck Jjoints on the main facade and common bond elsewhere. The
main facade is three bays on the first story with a central door-
way that has a flat arch lintel. There is a replaced sash, 2/2
panes in wide frames, in the windows which flank the door on the
first story and identical window are above in the two bay second
story. The east facade has a full length, one story enclosed frame
porch. There is a box cornice, asbestos shingle roof, and interior
end chimney stacks at both gable ends.

The frame addition was constructed at a right angle to the
original section. The porch on the original section continues
along the south side and east gable end of this addition. This
section of the porch is open and has turned posts and ornamental
swan-neck brackets. The east gable end has a doorway and a 2/2
pane sash window on the first story, a central window (shorter in
size from the first story one) on the second story, and a rectang-
ular window in the gable. Windows are numerous along the other
facades of this two story addition.

The interior of the brick section is two rooms and the south
wall of the larger room (the room containing the cross passage of
the entrances) has extensive woodwork. This wall has a corner
staircase in the west wall and a central fireplace, with wood panel
ing around the staircase entrance, above the mantel piece and a
built-in cupboard well-designed and ornamented in the east section
of the wall. This room also has a chair rail and quirk-ogee molded
door frames.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The brick section of the J. Butler House appears to be of late
elghteenth century build and is particularly significant by
virtue of its woodwork. The frame addition of the late nineteenth
century 1s somewhat more harmonious than other similar situations
in Caroline County houses. The farmhouse presents a refined
articulation of rural architecture in the county without the
pretensions of attempting to be "high style."
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland LLegislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.
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The Shaw House, 21 State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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